
News From Arkansas Presbyterian Pilgrimage
November, 2017

“Joy in the Journey”
...by Lynn Jorgensen, ARPP-27

I was a Participant at ARPP #27. My very 
fi rst thought when we arrived at the camp 
was, “these very nice strangers could not pos-
sible be as happy to see us as they seemed.” 

I was absolutely wrong.
Good friends Chris and Susan had told 

me about the Pilgrimage weekend, and I was 
eager to go spend the weekend with them. 
Th e previous two years had been tough, and 
I needed a big boost of Christian guidance 
and fellowship. I needed time with the Lord, 
so I went without any specifi c expectations, 
except to spend time with Him and my 
friends.

Oh . My . Goodness.
For three solid days my soul was fed, 

taught, encouraged, challenged, nurtured, 
healed and LOVED by these God- centered 
people. Th e deep feeling of belonging healed 
my heart.

We sang together, 
dined together (the 
food was over the 
top!), worshipped 
together, studied and 
laughed and cried together. 

Th e atmosphere was fun, and the music 
was fantastic!

We experienced fi rst-hand the uncondi-
tional love and acceptance that Christ off ers 

““JJooyy iinn tthhee JJoouurrnneeyy” OhOh . MMyy . GoGoododnenessss. to all who believe in His Grace, by faith. We 
saw what it means to serve one another. 

Th e face of Christ shone on all of the 
participants; the experience was like getting a 
foretaste of the joy of Heaven!

I have been led into a 
whole new appreciation 
of what it means to be a 
Christian; into the true 
gift of freedom that we 
have in His salvation, and 

the overwhelming JOY to be found in the 
company of his disciples.

In three days those “very nice strangers” 
have become my dear friends...and now I 
know they really ARE happy to see me !!!

...by Ron Mullikin
Note: Th is was ARPP’s fi rst Pilgrimage held at Camp 
Paron, and Ron relates his experience as Camp 
Coordinator for this major undertaking.

It wasn’t apprehension I felt, or even 
concern. God had this! He would take our 
fi rst Pilgrimage weekend at Camp Paron, and 
make it what He wanted it to be. 

Driving into the camp in the warm 
sunshine Wednesday morning, I felt a sense 
of relief: what a beautiful place! As I started 
around the circle, that wonderful Chapel sat 
to my right. Around the fi rst turn, there sat 
the storage POD -- just where we wanted it. 
It was a good start. 

As the staff  arrived, the Weekend started 
coming together. Th e new Rollo Room, 
with a few adjustments, was fi nally set. 

Staff  settled into the hotel, where most of 
us found the accommodations clean and 
comfortable. Dinner that fi rst evening found 
a number of staff  members around the 
microwave: a little problem that faded away 
in our memories as the Weekend went on. 
Altogether a very productive fi rst day.

Th e second day for staff , Th ursday, 
always brings a bit of anticipation: by late 
afternoon we have to be ready for the partic-
ipants! Communion that morning and our 
fi rst opportunity to worship in the Chapel 
was a truly special event. God was making 
this Weekend what He wanted it to be!

Th e Guest House served very well as 
a place to house the participants, and a 
place for us to host our fi rst gathering, the 

lemonade party. 
As the participants arrived, the excite-

ment continued to build. We gained peace of 
mind when they were all there, but still felt 
just a bit of uncertainty for both the staff  and 
participants. Th is was new to us.

We all met in the Rollo Room to get to 
know each other, and then -- silence!

Th e rest of the Weekend went, I believe, 
just as God wanted. Th ere were some tears, 
some blessed music, wonderful talks, fudge 
and food, lots of laughs, praise and prayers to 
our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Yes, I do believe God helped us all make 
ARPP #27 exactly what He wanted !

A New Location: Camp Paron Hosts a “Family of Pilgrims” for God’s Weekend

h J ”

Th e Chapel at Camp 
Paron provided a 
serene, comfortable 
space for worship and 
connection with Christ

Th e dining hall looked out across the quiet surrounding forest, toward the Chapel. It was a place for being together as a group.

By the end of the Pilgrimage, the “ individuals” had 

grown into a “Christian family.”
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...the experience was like 
gett ing a foretaste of the joy of 
Heaven...



page 2Fall, 2017, ARPP

Weaving Together
...by Clay Parton (ARPC-09)

It was Saturday afternoon of my 
Pilgrimage. Th e entire roomful of us were 
singing the most beautiful song to our Lord, 
and as we sang, my eyes scanned the 40 or so 
people in the room. 

For a moment, my focus shifted from 
the music, as my mind’s eye traveled to a 
moment occurring just two days ago. 
I had arrived alone.

“We’re having a little “Lemonade Party” 
in a half hour,” a friendly woman told me at 
the registration desk. Her eyes smiled. “You 
should come back to this room for it. You’ll 
enjoy it!”

I had returned in a half hour, but when 
I looked around the room scattered with 
people in conversation, I hesitated. I didn’t 
know a single soul in the room.
My Mask

I did my usual: I kept my “mask” on, 
hoping I wouldn’t be rejected. I got a glass 

of punch and some snacks and headed for a 
corner. 

People stopped by my little “corner,” 
occasionally, and we made polite conver-
sation – everyone was polite, and generally 
seemed to enjoy meeting me. We didn’t 
talk about anything deep – just where we 
were from, about our churches, or whatever 
common ground we came across. We were 
strangers, and had been pleasant to one 
another.
My mind returned to now.

“We’ve changed,” I said silently to myself, 
after my two-day fl ashback. 

Here we stood together, with joy bub-
bling over inside each of us, singing as one 
body, rather than a collection of individuals 
who were a bit wary. 

I began to sing again, and as I sang, I 
slowly scanned the people in the group. Fred 
caught my eye when I looked at him, and we 
smiled at each other. 

Fred nodded. “It’s good,” he was saying 
to me. 

I realized the people on my left and right 
– and those across the group as well – felt like 
my brothers and sisters.
Was Th is Christ’s Freedom?

Th en it came to me: we all had taken 
off  our masks! We each felt free to just be 
ourselves, knowing we would be loved and 
accepted by everyone in the room, even with 
our fl aws!

Th is is the way Christ loves me, too, I 
realized. I am free to be me!

Th at “aha” is still with me, many years 
after my Pilgrimage.

W i T hh f h d k d h d d f I li d h l l f d i h

Right on the heels of two of America’s 
largest “shopping” days (Black Friday and 
Cyber-Monday) comes the nation’s largest 
“giving” day: Giving Tuesday (Nov 28). 
Donations Matched 100%

If ever there were a time to give to 
Pilgrimage, this is it. Th is year, on Giving 
Tuesday, your gift to ARPP can be doubled.

So, in the midst of the approaching 
holiday hustle, please stop to pray, and then 
follow the Lord’s guidance about GIVING to 
Pilgrimage before midnight, November 28.

And, as always, donations are 
tax-deductible.
Special Needs At Th is Time

ARPP has important needs right now, in 
order to continue conducting Pilgrimages. 
Please study the list, to see if one (or more) 
of these needs say to you, “Yes! I can help with 
that!”

Giving Tuesday: Your Pilgrimage Donation to be Doubled through Nov 28

Special Needs This Year
• Participant lodging: for participants 

who don’t have funds to pay Room/
Board costs for their Pilgrimage;

• Microphone Cords: will allow the 
Music team to set up in diff erent 
locations;

• Storage facility: keep Chapel and Cha 
materials dry and mold-free;

• New Round Tables: for Table Groups 
to hold discussions following Rollos;

• Printed Materials: the many items 
which are so important;

• Room Divider Panel: to screen off  
part of the Rollo Room, making it 
better for Participants.

How Will It Work?
A group of donors have pledged to match 

all Giving Tuesday donations to ARPP, up to 
$2,500.

Th is means that if you donate $50, 
Pilgrimage receives $100! Likewise, if you 
donate $100, Pilgrimage receives $200!

Before Giving Tuesday arrives, you will 
receive messages with links to our website, 
where you will be able to choose HOW you 
can help.
Share the Opportunity

Keep in mind: you can also share this 
opportunity with your friends and family. 
Probably they will see (through you) how 
Pilgrimage makes a diff erence in a Christian’s 
daily walk with Christ. Th ey, too, can 
help further the Christ-centered work of 
Pilgrimage, Th eir donations, too, can also be 
matched.
Remember: every bit helps!
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My husband (David) and I knew a 
Renewal Group would be a tremendous 
spiritual benefi t to this church. For years, 
our local 4thDay family had conceived of a 
Renewal Group, BUT, it happened in God’s 
own timing. 

It took two Pilgrims from ARPP#26 
to move us toward organizing our Group: 
Dawn Smith and Heather Yates.

Heather encouraged her aunt, Pat Gill 
(ARPP #18) to help. Now, Pat calls, texts, 
and reminds us every time our meeting time 
rolls around!
Sharing a Meal and Fellowship

Our Renewal Group stared in June 2017 
with 8 Pilgrims: Dawn and Heather plus 
Jackie Kizer, Marge Burg, David and myself. 
We meet every 2nd Saturday of the month 
from 5 - 7 pm. We order pizza, or bring 
a smorgasbord potluck to share. We thor-
oughly enjoy our fellowship time catching 
up with each other’s lives, and singing 
Pilgrimage praise and worship songs with 
instruments galore.

Sharing in Our Faith Journeys
We use the questions on the Renewal 

Card to guide us through sharing each other’s 
spiritual and faith journeys. Th rough these 
questions, we each get an opportunity to 
speak our praise reports, pray  individually 
for each other (and as a group), and lift each 
other.
Service for Others

Our fi rst service activity was in 
September, when we each brought Palanca 
cards for all the staff  and participants for 
ARPP #27. We used some of our sharing 
time to start these cards and then encouraged 
one another to fi nish them before October 
17th, so they could make it to Camp Paron 
before ARPP-27.

And, speaking of service, it is a delight to 
report fi ve of our group  traveled to Camp 
Paron to the ARPP-27 Serenade. Th en, we 
helped setup for the Party and the Agape 
Table. 

As a Spiritual Advisor for ARPP-27, I 
overfl owed with joy-fi lled thanksgiving for 

Horseshoe Bend Pilgrims Form New Renewal Group !
...by Patty Schaller (Faith Presbyterian Church, Horseshoe Bend)

their presence and Palanca gifts!!
Jesus is Up, Out, and on the 
Loose!

I encourage all 4th Day  Communities 
to pray about starting a 4th Day Renewal 
Group, continue to ask new participants to 
become involved in your group (or maybe 
even start one), and be refreshed by the Holy 
Spirit as God’s presence invades, infuses, and 
enriches you as you gather! 

To God be ALL the Praise and Glory!!!!

... from the Chair
“Th e whole was greater than the sum of its 

parts.”
Th at isn’t always true, but I just saw it. 

For days, I was at a loss for words. 
Th is fall’s Pilgrimage was held at a new 

location (Camp Paron), and God brought 
together a collection of individuals. Each 
came with his or her own gifts and talents.

Some people brought humor. Others 
brought organization. Still others brought 
strength, creative thought, scriptural knowl-
edge, encouragement...the list goes on.
What Was It?

When I was asked afterward about this 
Pilgrimage, I fi rst responded with the word, 
“magical.” After a moment, I realized it was 
the “magic” of Holy Spirit, who brought out 
-- at exactly the moment needed -- the gift 
needed. When each gift surfaced, we got to 
see the Christ in one another.

I saw the Holy “magic” of a true 
Christian Community.

Th e “Pilgrimage family” came to be so 
much greater than the collection of individu-
als. Praise Holy Spirit!

Susan Arnold and Patty Schaller, two Spiritual 

Advisors, encourage Susan Gray (the third SA) 

following Susan’s meditation at ARPP-27

Lee Bennett and Marcey Berry (two of the Music Chas) proudly display their extensive notes from each of the talks at ARPP-27.

Chris, Paige, Donna, Sandra and Clark discuss a Rollo and its immplications for their own lives.

Jami (Moderator), Peggy (Trainer) and Tad (ObMod) 

enjoying one of those Pilgrimage moments when you 

know you are loved.

Vicky, Ron and Vicky believe they are teaching a 

remedial class to an “Amway” Convention?Vi k R n and Vicky believe they are teaching a 
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“Love one another … Love thy neighbor as thyself.”
Do these words, spoken by Jesus, sound familiar? 

Th ey give us specifi c directions to create and maintain 
relationship with others.

After my Pilgrimage in October 2016, I was deter-
mined to put the words into action. When I returned 
home, there it was -- the opportunity I was looking for!

In my community, there is an organization that 
helps particular single parents. Th ese parents are 
interested in pursuing higher education or technical 
training, but don’t see it as an option, due to over-
whelming responsibilities.

Statistics show these families are one of the largest 
impoverished groups, with their children often drop-
ping out of school. Th e cycle continues.
One family at a time

But our group makes a way for the single parent to 
overcome their hurdles. We provide scholarships AND 
relationships.

Scholarships aren’t just for school; instead, recipi-
ents can direct their funds to their greatest need, rather 
than only to their school.  Rent, child care, fuel or 
utilities may be their biggest concern.

More importantly, we aim not only to give fi nancial 
aid, but also to give emotional support. Volunteers put 
an arm around a new friend, serve a picnic lunch to a 
student and their family, or become a recipient’s mentor.
“She Became a Teacher”

Th rough these helping ways, volunteers help a young student achieve their dream of 
improving their family’s future by completing their education.

Formerly a part time bank teller, a mother of three now has a rewarding career as a teacher.
“Th e support and faith in me, shown by the Single Parent Scholarship Fund board 

members, was an integral part of my success,” commented a recent graduate. 

Th is is Christ’s Love At Work
Serving with other volunteers, and on the 

board, is a way I see Christ’s love working in 
my life to reach others.

A volunteer meets with a student, showing her ways to develop materials for an upcoming challenge. 
Th rough this time together, the student gets a chance to see “the Christ” in the Volunteer.

Re-making Our Worlds In the Image of Christ 
... by Becky Walker, ARPP-25
Note: Becky’s story serves as an illustration of the purpose of Pilgrimage: to return to our worlds, and help re-make them a little more in the image of Christ.


